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kids built a small one-room schoolhouse. As 
the years rolled on, the ideas kept coming, 
and eventually the property included homes 
resembling those in Italy, Mexico, Japan, and 
the Middle East. A log cabin, Pyramid, and a 
Viking ship went up too. 

Soon people the Moons had never met 
were stopping by to enjoy the buildings and 
have picnics on their lawn. The Moons em-
braced these visitors, offering pony rides and 
a petting zoo, which included a llama, pea-
cocks and other animals. Visiting children 
learned Indian dances, performed in talent 
shows, and listened to Ella’s riveting stories. 

Mr. Speaker, it gives me great joy to recog-
nize Ella Moon. Although Ella is now 85 years 
old, she still plays with the kids, tells them sto-
ries, and teaches them lessons they can use 
in real life. Ella has helped create a unique 
place where children can play, learn, and 
grow. I thank Ella for her many contributions 
to her community.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found sadness that I rise before this body of 
Congress today to recognize the life and pass-
ing of Alice Drake of Pueblo, Colorado. Alice 
left us recently after a prolific life that spanned 
107 years. Her sense of humor and deter-
mined approach defined her life and made a 
strong impact upon the Pueblo community. 

A descendant of German parents, Alice was 
born in Phillips County, Kansas, where she 
developed a strong work ethic on her parent’s 
360-acre farm. Throughout her life, Alice used 
her strength to aid others—protecting her 
younger brother on the way home from school 
and assuming the household responsibilities 
when her mother sadly passed away. Alice 
was also notorious for her adventurous spirit, 
learning to bowl in her 80s, riding on a motor-
cycle for the first time in her 90s, and devel-
oping a reputation wherever she went for her 
renowned pool playing abilities. 

Mr. Speaker, individuals like Alice provided 
the spirit and strength of character that made 
this nation great. While she will be dearly 
missed, Alice’s spirit will live on through the 
lives of those whom she has touched. I extend 
my deepest sympathies to Alice’s family and 
friends during this difficult time.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise before this body of Congress 
to pay tribute to Jeff Bartleson of Pueblo, Col-
orado, who has faithfully and unselfishly 
served the needs of Coloradans for many 
years. Jeff has contributed to the quality of life 
in Colorado in many significant ways and I am 
proud to highlight his accomplishments before 
this body of Congress. 

Throughout his life, Jeff has exhibited the 
virtues of compassion, self-determination, self-

sacrifice, and hard work that have made this 
country great. In his capacity as a foster par-
ent, Jeff has helped several youth in the re-
gion through his work with the Young Life As-
sociation and the El Pueblo Boys and Girls 
Ranch. His service and dedication to the 
needs of his community have increased pro-
gressively over time. He has been instru-
mental in the foundation and development of 
the Interfaith Hospitality Network, one of Pueb-
lo’s newest self-help organizations, and he is 
currently serving as the second president of its 
board. 

Mr. Speaker, I am deeply honored to pay 
tribute to Jeff Bartleson for the various ways in 
which he has brought strength and joy to the 
people of Colorado. Despite his achievements, 
Jeff has remained humble and continued with 
his selfless work. For this great work on behalf 
of the citizens of Colorado, I commend him 
before this body of Congress and this nation. 
Jeff, all the best to you now and in the future.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize Tom Sharp, 
a helicopter pilot from Telluride, Colorado and 
thank him for the contributions he has made to 
local search and rescue efforts. Tom recently 
risked his life and his helicopter to save two 
avalanche victims trapped on a steep slope 
near Telluride Ski Area, and today I would like 
to honor his service before this body of Con-
gress and this nation. 

Tom has been a pilot with Helitrax, a heli-
ski guide service, for over twelve years. When 
he was called to assist in the rescue of two 
skiers caught in an avalanche, he immediately 
responded along with two Helitrax guides, 
braving a dangerous landing near one of the 
injured skiers before picking up more rescuers 
and dropping off more medical supplies. Then 
Tom made a daring attempt to reach the other 
skier, flying close to dangerous jagged rock in 
spite of unpredictable afternoon winds. 
Though he was unsuccessful, Tom and his fel-
low rescuers dropped supplies to the stranded 
skier that allowed him to climb out of the cou-
loir and communicate with rescuers. 

Mr. Speaker, pilots with the expertise and 
skill of Tom Sharp are crucial to successful 
search and rescue operations, and it is a great 
privilege to honor Tom here today. His years 
of experience and his willingness to take risks 
are a tremendous asset to the citizens of Tel-
luride and to all of Colorado.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
sadness that I recognize the passing of 
Charles Leinberger of Pueblo, Colorado. Char-
lie, as he was known, served his country faith-
fully as a Marine in the Second World War, 

where he received the Purple Heart. He also 
served Pueblo for many years as an Ambas-
sador for the Greater Pueblo Chamber of 
Commerce. I would like to take this time to 
pay tribute to the honorable contributions 
Charlie made in defense of our freedoms and 
his involvement in the Pueblo Community. 

Only recently, Charlie was honored by the 
Chamber of Commerce for almost fifty years 
of work on behalf of that organization. His en-
ergy and skill in developing the Chamber of 
Commerce will be missed sorely by those he 
has left behind to continue his work. In addi-
tion to his labor on behalf of the Chamber, 
Charlie also volunteered with numerous com-
munity organizations in Pueblo, bringing his vi-
tality and dedication to a number of worthy 
causes in his community. Charlie’s life, his pa-
triotism and his altruism will continue to inspire 
the Pueblo community for years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, although it is with sorrow that 
I stand before you here recognizing the pass-
ing of Charles Leinberger, I take solace in the 
knowledge that his legacy and example will 
continue to make my state and this country a 
better place to live. Charles’ life and deeds are 
examples to us all and it is fitting that I recog-
nize them before this body of Congress and 
this nation. My prayers go out to Charlie’s 
family and friends in this difficult time.

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE ENSTROM 
FAMILY 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 18, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to 
stand before this body of Congress and this 
nation to pay tribute to the Enstrom family of 
Grand Junction, Colorado. The Enstroms own 
and operate Enstrom’s Candies, one of the 
premier candy manufacturers in the United 
States. For many years, the Enstroms have 
worked hard to produce high quality candy, 
earning a reputation as a valuable member of 
Colorado’s business community. Under the 
leadership of Chet Enstrom, the family has 
strived to serve not only their customers but 
the state of Colorado as well. 

Chet Enstrom began his career at the age 
of 14, working in a Colorado Springs ice 
cream shop. It was there that Chet learned 
about making quality candy, a craft he would 
later perfect in the basement of his home. He 
gave a small amount of his now famous ‘‘al-
mond toffee’’ to family and friends, who en-
couraged Chet to open what became 
Enstrom’s Candies. The quality of the candy 
was evident to all of Enstrom’s many cus-
tomers, ensuring that the company has en-
joyed many years of success. 

Chet worked hard to keep the business in 
family hands and there have now been three 
generations of Enstroms involved in its oper-
ation. In 1965, Chet passed the company on 
to his son Emil and his daughter-in-law Mary. 
By 1979 Enstrom’s Candies was producing 
over 65,000 pounds of candy every year. 

The third generation of Enstroms operates 
the company today. The ‘‘Candy Kitchen’’ in 
Grand Junction is run by Chet’s grand-
daughter Jamee and her husband Doug. Their 
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